Notes and Quotes - Sermon on the Mount - Let no man tear asunder 


Matt. 5.31ff. - "It has been said, 'Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a 
certificate of divorce.' a 32 But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for 
marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries 
the divorced woman commits adultery. 

Matt. 19 - When Jesus had finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went into 
the region of Judea to the other side of the Jordan. 2 Large crowds followed him, and 
he healed them there. 

3 Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, "Is it lawful for a man to 
divorce his wife for any and every reason?" 

4 "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male 
and female,' a 5 and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and 
be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh' b ? 6 So they are no longer 
two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate." 

7 "Why then," they asked, "did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate 
of divorce and send her away?" 

8 Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts 
were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. 9 1 tell you that anyone who 
divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman 
commits adultery." 

10 The disciples said to him, "If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is 
better not to marry." 

11 Jesus replied, "Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has 
been given. 12 For some are eunuchs because they were born that way; others were 
made that way by men; and others have renounced marriage c because of the 
kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it." 

Nobody tells the engaged or newly married couple to expect that marriage will bring 
suffering. Instead, what I call the "Love Incorporated" marriage technique books 
usually offer 1001 ways to achieve marital bliss. This leaves couples poorly prepared 
for the suffering that will almost inevitably come. And so, when suffering hits, the 
couple is bewildered. If the suffering lasts for very long or feels very intense, they 
may be tempted to abandon the marriage to relieve their pain. But abandoning a 
marriage brings its own form of suffering, and creates new suffering. - David Gushee 

Maturity comes only by confronting what has to be confronted within ourselves 

Esther DeWaal 

One of the most radical demands for you and me is the discovery of our lives as a 
series of movements or passages'. Your whole life is filled with losses, endless 
losses. And every time there are losses there are choices to be made. You choose 
to live your losses as passages to anger, blame, hatred, depression, and resentment, 
or you choose to let these losses be passages to something new, something wider, 
and deeper. The question is not how to avoid loss and make it not happen, but how 
to choose it as a passage, as an exodus to greater life and freedom - Henri Nouwen 


